
 

 

 

24 August 2020 
 

Diageo Announces Changes to Finance Leadership Team:  
Vinod Rao appointed to combined role of Group Treasurer and Head of Global Audit and Risk; 

Lavanya Chandrashekar appointed to combined role of CFO Diageo North America and Head of 
Investor Relations 

 

Today, Diageo has announced changes to its finance leadership team. From 1 October 2020, Vinod 
Rao will take on the combined role of Group Treasurer and Head of Global Audit and Risk, and Lavanya 
Chandrashekar, Chief Financial Officer Diageo North America, will add to her existing responsibilities 
by taking over the leadership of Group Investor Relations. Vinod and Lavanya will begin the transition 
process immediately, with a formal handover at the start of October, after Diageo’s AGM. 

Lavanya joined Diageo in 2018, following a successful career in global and regional finance and 
strategy roles at Procter & Gamble and Mondelēz International. Over the last two years, Lavanya has 
brought her significant business insights and leadership to our North America business, re-shaping our 
finance function to support the growth of our most important market. This additional global 
accountability will bring our investor relations agenda closer to Diageo’s largest market, where 
approximately half of our investor base is located. 

Kathryn Mikells, Chief Financial Officer, Diageo commented: ‘I am delighted Vinod will take on the 
combined role of Group Treasurer and Head of Global Audit and Risk. Vinod brings a wealth of 
operational, market and global experience to this new role and I would like to thank him for his strong 
leadership of investor relations. Lavanya’s presence in North America will enable us to continue to 
build on this platform. I wish them both every success in their new roles.’ 

ENDS 

For further information please contact: 

Investor Relations: Vinod Rao +44 (0) 7834 805 733 
 Lucinda Baker +44 (0) 7974 375 550 
 investor.relations@diageo.com  
   

 

About Diageo 

Diageo is a global leader in beverage alcohol with an outstanding collection of brands including 
Johnnie Walker, Crown Royal, JεB, Buchanan’s and Windsor whiskies, Smirnoff, Cîroc and Ketel One 
vodkas, Captain Morgan, Baileys, Don Julio, Tanqueray and Guinness. 
 
Diageo is a global company whose products are sold in more than 180 countries around the world. 
The company is listed on both the London Stock Exchange (DGE) and the New York Stock Exchange 
(DEO). For more information about Diageo, our people, our brands, and performance, visit us at 
www.diageo.com. Visit Diageo’s global responsible drinking resource, www.DRINKiQ.com, for 
information, initiatives and ways to share best practice. 
 
Celebrating life, every day, everywhere. 
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